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MEDIA RELEASE May 25, 1988
TWO UM ALUMNI TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREES AT JUNE 11 COMMENCEMENT 
MISSOULA —
University of Montana alumni Wayne Rasmussen and Daniel 
Poole will receive honorary degrees at the Saturday, June 11, 
commencement ceremony at Harry Adams Field House.
Rasmussen's degree will be a doctor of humane letters and 
Poole's a doctor of science.
Rasmussen, who lives in Annandale, Va., was born in 1915 on 
a cattle ranch in south-central Montana. He attended Eastern 
Montana Normal -- now Eastern Montana College -- and taught 
school in a one-room log cabin.
In 1937, he earned a bachelor's degree in history at UM, 
followed by master's and doctoral degrees from George Washington 
University. He worked at the Department of Agriculture from 1937 
until retiring in 1986.
Winner of the department's Superior Service and 
Distinguished Service awards, he's been president of the 
Agricultural History Society, Association for Living Historical 
Farms and Agricultural Museums, and Society for History in the 
Federal Government.
Rasmussen has also taught history at The American 
University, the University of Maryland and the Agriculture
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Department's graduate school. His many writings include a four- 
volume collection of documents called "Agriculture in the United 
States: A Documentary History."
Poole, who lives in Rockville, Md., received two wildlife 
biology degrees from UM: a bachelor's in 1950 and a master's in
1952.
Before earning his master's degree, he worked for the 
Montana Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in California and Utah. In 1952, he joined the 
Wildlife Management Institute, where he was elected secretary in 
1963 and president in 1970. He retired in 1987.
While at the institute, Poole edited its biweekly Outdoors 
News Bulletin and edited and did most of the writing for an 
American Rifleman column on wildlife topics. He also was the 
main organizer of the annual North American Wildlife Conference, 
which draws about 2,000 political and administrative leaders of 
conservation management.
In addition to being a conservation lobbyist in Washington, 
D.C., Poole has chaired the Natural Resources Council of America 
and been a civilian member of the National Park Service's Master 
Plan Team for Yellowstone and Grand Teton National parks. A 
former trustee of the North American Wildlife Foundation, he 
belongs to The Wildlife Society, the Boone and Crockett Club and 
the Outdoor Writers Association of America.
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